
EARLY YEARS PRIMARY CURRICULUM INFORMATION 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Food Christmas People who help 

us 

Traditional Tales 

Christmas Under the Sea Traditional tales Pirates 

Literacy READING: Recognising letters 

through Jolly phonics. Being able to 

identify letters around different 

environments. Daily story to 

encourage children to look at books. 

Use the same book for a few 

days/week so children are able to 

join in with repeated refrains. 

WRITING: Lots of mark making 

activities. E.g. painting, smart board, 

drawing, chalk. Lots of physical 

development to improve fine motor 

skills. Begin by encouraging the love 

of mark making. Discus what they 

have created. Have a display of ‘my 

favourite work’ where children can 

put anything up they have created 

that they like. Finger gym for fine 

motor activities e.g. picking things up 

and moving them with tweezers. 

READING: Linking letters to the initial 

sound of objects. Model/practice 

reading basic words. Use 

Alphablocks to help model reading. 

Word of the week, e.g. cat. Have 

various types of books available to 

children. Role play stories. 

WRITING: Practice manipulating 

different surfaces to form letters, e.g. 

in sand, paint, with chalk on the 

concrete. Adults model lots of 

writing. Encourage children to write 

signs for role play area. Sound strips 

around the classroom to aid letter 

formation. Practice naming letters as 

well as their sounds. 

READING: Continue word of the 

week. Model segmenting and 

blending of simple words. Possibly 

model reading two words. Use stories 

like Spinderella to practice predicting 

the ending or what the book will be 

about. 

WRITING: Focus in on the meaning of 

the work they create. Encourage 

children to always talk about what 

they have drawn and why. Create 

maps with the labels of the places 

written on them even if it is only clear 

to the child. Continue fine motor 

development. Use sewing cards and 

threading. Model how to put a 

sentence together. Adults write down 

sentences for children to copy as well 

as children writing own sentences (all 

their own ideas.) 

Mathematics NUMBER: Children will practice 

counting in a range of ways, e.g. 

through songs, counting of objects, 

game, using fingers and more. We 

will help the children deepen their 
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understanding that numbers 

represent amounts.  

AND MEASURE: Children will have lots 

of opportunities to use shapes in their 

play. They will be able to manipulate 

the shapes to build objects. Through 

their play they will develop their 

understanding of shape so they can 

talk about size, weight, capacity, 

position, distance, time and money. 

They will be able to explore 

characteristics of everyday objects 

and shapes and use mathematical 

language to describe them. This 

might happen in the role play area 

where they are using a block as a 

phone and can describe how it is 

similar. 

represent amounts. Children will be 

able to place numbers in order and 

say what is one more or one less than 

a number.  
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represent amounts. Using quantities 

and objects, they will be able to add 

and subtract two single-digit numbers 

and count on or back to find the 

answer. They can solve problems, 

including doubling, halving and 

sharing. 

AND MEASURE: Children will have lots 

of opportunities to use shapes in their 

play. They will be able to manipulate 

the shapes to build objects. Through 

their play they will develop their 

understanding of shape so they can 

talk about size, weight, capacity, 

position, distance, time and money. 
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Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 

MAKING RELATIONSHIPS: Children 

can play co-operatively, taking turns. 

They show sensitivity to others needs 

and feelings to for positive 

relationships with both peers and 

adults. 

SELF-CONFIDENCE AND SELF-

AWARENESS: Children are confident 

to try new activities and say why they 

like some and dislike others. They are 

confident to speak in a group and 

will share their ideas. They are able to 

say when they do and do not need 

help. 

MANAGING FEELINGS AND 

BEHAVIOUR: Children can talk about 

how they and others show their 

feelings, behaviour and 

consequences. They know that some 

behaviour is unacceptable. They can 

work as part of a group or class. They 

can adjust their behaviour to 

different situations. 

Understanding the World PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES: Children 

will have opportunities to talk about 

past and present events in their own 

lives and in the lives of family 

members. We will develop the 

children’s understanding that other 

children might not like the same 

things as them and help them to 

become sensitive to this through their 

play and show and tell. Children will 

know about the similarities and 

differences between themselves and 

others, and among families, 

communities and traditions through 

our ‘All About Me’ topic. 

THE WORLD: Children will learn about 

similarities and differences in relation 

to place, objects, materials and living 

things. They will have a chance to 

talk about their environment and 

how it differs from other 

environments. They will make 

observations of animals and plants 

and explain why some things occur, 

and talk about changes. We will be 

growing our own bean stalks during 

our ‘Traditional Tales’ topic to be 

able to talk about changes in plants. 

TECHNOLOGY: Children will have lots 

of opportunities to develop their 

understanding of technology through 

a range of devices like Ipad’s, 

Computers, toys and robots. They will 

learn that a range of technology is 

used in places such as schools and 

homes. They will be able to select 

and use technology for particular 

purposes. 

 

  



 

Expressive Arts and Design EXPLORING AND USING MEDIA AND 

MATERIALS: Children will sing songs, 

make music and dance, and 

experiment with ways of changing 

them all year round. They will safely 

use and explore a variety of 

materials, tools and techniques, 

experimenting with colour, design, 

texture, form and function. 

BEING IMAGINATIVE: Children will use 

what they have learnt about media 

and materials in original ways, 

thinking about uses and purposes. An 

area of the classroom that will aid 

this learning is the role play corner 

where children can use their 

imaginations to create narrative 

play. They can represent their own 

ideas, thoughts and feelings through 

design and technology, art, music, 

dance, role play and stories. 

EXPLORING AND USING MEDIA AND 

MATERIALS: Children will sing songs, 

make music and dance, and 

experiment with ways of changing 

them all year round. They will safely 

use and explore a variety of 

materials, tools and techniques, 

experimenting with colour, design, 

texture, form and function. 

BEING IMAGINATIVE: Children will use 

what they have learnt about media 

and materials in original ways, 

thinking about uses and purposes. An 

area of the classroom that will aid this 

learning is the role play corner where 

children can use their imaginations to 

create narrative play. They can 

represent their own ideas, thoughts 

and feelings through design and 

technology, art, music, dance, role 

play and stories. 

EXPLORING AND USING MEDIA AND 

MATERIALS: Children will sing songs, 

make music and dance, and 

experiment with ways of changing 

them all year round. They will safely 

use and explore a variety of 

materials, tools and techniques, 

experimenting with colour, design, 

texture, form and function. 
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play and stories. 

 



 

 

 

Communication and Language LISTENING AND ATTENTION: Children 

listen attentively in a range of 

situations. They listen to stories and 

can respond with comments or 

questions. They give their attention to 

what others say and respond 

appropriately. 

UNDERSTANDING: Children follow 

instructions involving several ideas or 

actions. They are starting to 

understand why or how questions 

about their experiences or familiar 

stories. 

SPEAKING: Children express themselves 

effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ 

needs. They are starting to use past, present 

and future forms when talking about events 

they have been a part of. They are 

developing their own narratives and 

explanations by connecting ideas or events. 

Physical Development MOVING AND HANDLING: Use a 

range of games to allow children to 

practice moving in a variety of ways. 

Obstacles set up so children can 

practice jumping and landing safely 

and negotiating space successfully. 

Ball games will be used to practice 

control over an object.  Children will 

have lots of opportunities to practice 

using different tools to increase their 

control and create a preference for 

a dominant hand. 

HEALTH AND SELF CARE: Through 

topic we will discuss the health 

difference of foods so children can 

understand that something like an 

apple is a better choice than a 

chocolate bar. The children will have 

an opportunity to try new foods. 

MOVING AND HANDLING: Use a 

range of games to allow children to 

practice moving in a variety of ways. 

Obstacles set up so children can 

practice jumping and landing safely 

and negotiating space successfully. 

Ball games will be used to practice 

control over an object.  Children will 

have lots of opportunities to practice 

using different tools to increase their 

control and create a preference for 

a dominant hand. Children will also 

be encouraged to practice letters so 

they become more recognisable 

and correctly formed. 

HEALTH AND SELF CARE: children 

show understanding that good 

practices with regard to exercise, 

eating, sleeping and hygiene can 

contribute to good health. Through 

our topics, we will talk about keeping 

ourselves and others safe and how 

we can do this on our own. 

MOVING AND HANDLING: Use a range of 

games to allow children to practice moving 

in a variety of ways. Obstacles set up so 

children can practice jumping and landing 

safely and negotiating space successfully. 

Ball games will be used to practice control 

over an object.  Children will have lots of 

opportunities to practice using different tools 

to increase their control and create a 

preference for a dominant hand. Children 

will also be encouraged to practice letters 

so they become more recognisable and 

correctly formed. 

HEALTH AND SELF CARE: children show 

understanding that good practices with 

regard to exercise, eating, sleeping and 

hygiene can contribute to good health. 

Through our topics, we will talk about 

keeping ourselves and others safe and how 

we can do this on our own. 


